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In the August issue of Amusement Today, regarding our Woman 
of Influence interview with Adrienne Rhodes, president of Lake 
Winnepesaukah, Adrienne’s correct full name is Adrienne White 
Rhodes. In addition, the building of the park’s Boat Chute ride 
should have been attributed to Rhodes’s grandfather, Carl Dixon.

In the July issue, a story concerning the vintage Rollo Coaster at 
Idlewild Park & Soak Zone in Ligonier, Pa., described the ride as a 
junior roller coaster. The park prefers the term "family coaster.".

AT regrets the errors.
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George Angermeyer, H. Betti Industries
CARLSTADT, N.J. — George Angermeyer, a longtime service 

manager for location-based entertainment supplier 
H. Betti Industries, Inc. (Betson Enterprises), passed 
away on July 26 after a long illness. He was 57.

Angermeyer was born in South Amboy, N.J., 
and was raised in Hazlet. In 1989, he moved to 
Union Beach, where he settled to raise a family.

“From the beginning, we recognized George’s 
superior service skills, and he rose steadily to 
manage all of Betson’s and Raw Thrills’ service 
operations,” said Bob Geschine, president of H. Betti Industries, 
noting Angermeyer’s 30-plus years of service. “He was a kind indi-
vidual who was always there if anyone needed him.”

Angermeyer is survived by his wife, Jill, and his son, Justin 
Michael Angermeyer.
 

Jonathan Barker, founder, SK Films
TORONTO — Jonathan Barker, a producer of large-format films 

and the founder and CEO of SK Films, died of cancer on July 5 at 
age 66.

A former actor, singer, entertainment lawyer and corporate 
film executive turned independent producer with 
more than three decades of film and television 
experience, Barker was a leader in 3D film pro-
duction and distribution, specializing in IMAX / 
large-format films combining human drama and 
natural history. Among his projects were Bugs!, 
Into the Deep and T. Rex: Back to the Cretaceous.

After working for Imax Corp. and several 
other companies, Barker, a founding director of 
the Giant Screen Cinema Association, founded SK Films with Imax 
co-founder Bob Kerr. He was joined in the business by his wife, 
Wendy MacKeigan, who now assumes the role of CEO.

Barker also is survived by his children: Scott, Tyler, Georgia, 
Alex and Caleigh.
 

Terry Jay Schmidt, TJ Schmidt and Co.
STANDISH, Mich. — Terry Jay “TJ” Schmidt passed away July 

21 after a bout with cancer. He was 60.
Schmidt was a second-generation carnival owner who, along with 

his family, owned and operated the TJ Schmidt and 
Co. carnival. Founded in 2008, the company has 
more than 20 rides playing throughout Michigan.

In carnival industry tradition, Arnold 
Amusements, Inc., of Traverse City was among 
the operators who turned the lead horse on their 
carousels around in honor of Schmidt. “Terry was 
a kindhearted, generous person, a great showman, 
and he will be missed dearly,” the company said.

Schmidt is survived by his wife, Sandra; two sons, two grand-
daughters (another was due in August); two sisters; one brother; and 
father and mother-in-law.
 

Albert W. Wagner, Wagner’s Carnival
ARANSAS PASS, Texas — Albert Wayne Wagner, 69, founder and 

owner of Wagner’s Carnival, passed away at his 
home on Aug. 3.

According to his family, Wagner’s profession 
was a great fit because he loved to bring joy to those 
around him. In addition to running his business, he 
loved to fish, golf, and play cards and board games.

Wagner is survived by his wife of 43 years, 
Denise; children Jason, Haley and Albert II; brother 
Ralph; sisters Marguerite and Patsy; seven grand-
children; and two great grandchildren.
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AT: Janice Witherow

Working in business and sales develop-
ment for Setpoint, Tiny Towne and Maurer 
Rides, with which he has had a long association, 
Steve Boney has the passion, respect, interna-
tional experience and sense of adventure that 
has made him successful in the amusement 
industry. The companies and people with whom 
he works “have great imaginations,” said Steve, 
who got his start at age 16 working for parks in 
Orlando, Fla. “There are incredible people with 
deep experience in the industry who under-
stand safety, design and the technology.”

Title: Business/Sales Development

Number of years in the industry: 27 

Best thing about the industry: 
My customers — “They are crazy!” 
 
Favorite amusement park ride: Any turn-of-
the-century classic. I’m very nostalgic!

If I wasn’t working in the amusement industry, 
I would be… Very sad! With all my time at the 
airport, I’d probably get a job with TSA easily!

Biggest challenge facing our industry: 
Changing of the guard. So often I hear, “People 
with the right skills / experience are retiring, 
and now there does not seem to be enough 
people with experience to replace them.”

The thing I like most about amusement / 
water park season is… Watching the next 
generation of kids be as excited about visiting a 
theme or amusement park as I was at their age.

My first car: A Jeep CJ-7.

A recent life-changing moment for me 
was… When I discovered I needed glasses to 
read. I know it happens to just about every-
one, but that was new! 

Favorite midnight snack: As a competitive 
swimmer, I have always gone to bed early 
because swimming practice was really early 
in the morning. Normally, I’m asleep by mid-
night. If I’m ever up at midnight, I’m surely 
out with my customers. Then it must be pizza! 
Is that a nighttime health food?

My perfect day is spent… With friends, and 
preferably outside hiking in the mountains.

Three items on my bedside table are… A 
nice candle, my phone… and my new glasses. 

The worst movie I ever sat through would 
have to be… A Bollywood movie on a flight 
to Australia, which I only watched because I’d 
already viewed everything else Delta had on 
the schedule. I kept thinking to myself, “Man, 
those guys have some serious hairspray.”

On my last birthday… I was in a ski cabin in 
Trysil, Norway, with a bottle of good cham-
pagne and 20 Norwegian friends whom I 
have known for 20-plus years. 

Ten years ago, I was… According to my 
expense reports, I was in Dallas, Texas, hav-
ing lunch with my longtime industry friend 
Bob Minick [founder of amusement park 
design services firm Minick Associates]. 
Sadly, Bob passed away in 2016, so I’m 
happy I knew him and was able to take sev-
eral opportunities to have lunch together.

I can’t stand being around people who… 
Are really pushy. Let’s all arrive together, and 
get there happy.

Favorite Dr. Seuss book: 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas!

If I could live in any home on a television 
series, it would be… Magnum, P.I.’s home in 
Hawaii. Ocean, mountains, amazing weather, 
the Ferrari and a helicopter. 

The longest I have ever gone without sleep 
is… Six hours of total sleep in four days in 
Norway with friends, which I will never do 
again… until next time.

My last road trip was… July 1st to Munich, 
Germany, for a weekend triathlon relay race. 
The cold beer afterwards made the trip perfect!

Least favorite word: When someone tells you 
a project is “easy.” 

I am afraid of… Having bad breath and 
nobody telling me. I don’t think it’s an issue, 
but how would I really know? 
 
All-time best ad slogan:
“Quality, Service, Price… Pick Two!” 

Coolest game show host: Drew Carey, 
Whose Line Is It Anyway?

Favorite meal to cook: 
Grilled cheese sandwiches

Steve Boney, Maurer Rides

For Steve Boney, shown taking a spin on 
the 1962-built wooden Wild Mouse at 
Luna Park in Sydney, Australia, working in 
the amusement industry is a satisfying and 
irresistible ride. COURTESY STEVE BONEY
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